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Sir: 

In compliance with Applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, Applicant hereby submits the following 
references for consideration by the Examiner, Copies of all of the references, except the 
cited U.S. Patents, are enclosed along with a completed copy of Form PTO-1449. Copies of 
the cited U.S. Patents are not being supplied pursuant to the amendment of the rules 
presented in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Official Gazette Notice dated October 12, 
2004. 



I. DISCLOSURE 

A. U.S. Patents 
Patent No. 

4,631,519 
5,138,560 
5,754,568 
6,038,523 

B. Foreign Patents 
Reference No. 

195 06 019A1 
0 841 538 Al 



Inventor 
Johnston 
Lanfer et al. 
Braasch 
Akahane et al. 

Country 

Germany 
EP 



Issue Date 

12/23/86 

08/11/92 

05/19/98 

03/14/00 

Pub. Date 

09/05/96 
05/13/98 



n. DISCUSSION 

A. U.S. Patent No. 4.613.519 

The '519 patent was designated as an A-type reference in a Search Report for a 
corresponding European Patent Application. An A-type reference provides technical 
background information and is not pertinent to patentability. 

B. U.S. Patent No. 5.138,560 

The '560 patent was designated as an A-type reference in a Search Report for a 
corresponding European Patent Application. 

C. U.S. Patent No. 5.754.568 

The '568 patent was designated as an A-type and D-type reference in a Search Report 
for a corresponding European Patent Application. 

D. German Reference No. 195 06 019 

The pertinence of the '019 reference is discussed in paragraph 0009 of the present 
application with respect to corresponding German reference 195 06 019 C2. 

The '019 patent reference was designated as an A-type and D-type reference in a 
Search Report for a corresponding European Patent Application. 
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E. European Reference No, 0 841 538 

The *538 patent reference was designated as an A-type reference in a Search Report 
for a corresponding European Patent Application. 
III. CONCLUSION 

It is beheved that none of these references, alone or in combination, disclose or 
suggest the invention claimed. However, Applicant wishes to make it clear that the 
disclosure of the above references is in no way an admission that they qualify as prior art. It 
is Applicant's desire, however, to have these references available in the record for both the 
Examiner and the public to see. Applicant therefore requests that the Examiner review the 
entire disclosure of each reference and make the above-listed references of record. 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & EIGNE 
P.O. Box 10395 
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Dated: June 2, 2005 



Respectfully submitted. 
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Registration No. 34,483 
Attomey for Applicant 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 
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DATE 


NAME 
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FILING 
DATE 
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4,631,519 


12/23/86 


Johnston 








B2 


5,138,560 


08/11/92 


Lanfer et al. 
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5,754,568 


05/19/98 


Braasch 
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6,038,523 


03/14/00 


Akahane et al. 
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EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 
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DATE 
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CLASS/ 
SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
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85 


195 06 019A1 


09/05/96 


Germany 




No 




86 


0 841 538 Al 


05/13/98 


EP 




No 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



OTHER ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

(Include name of author, title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, 
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EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 
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